MERCENARY PARENTS.                   347

parents, an eligible match is to be secured.
And in some cases, where the parents on both
sides have the union of their children at heart,
they contract them at six or seven years old,
which marriage they solemnly bind themselves
to fulfil when the children have reached a
proper age; under these circumstances the
children are allowed to live in the same house,
and often form an attachment for each other,
which renders their union a life of real hap-
piness.

There are to be found in Mussulmaun so-
ciety, parents of mercenary minds, who prefer
giving their daughters in marriage as dhollie
wives to noblemen or men of property, to the
preferable plan of uniting them with a husband
of their own grade, with whom the girl would
most likely live without a rival in the mud-
walled tenement; this will explain the faci-
lities offered to a sovereign or nobleman in
extending the numbers of his harem.

Some parents excuse themselves in thus dis-
posing of their daughters on the score of
poverty, and the difficulty they find in defray-